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Historical  Sketch 


OF 


The  Proposed 

Great  Lakes  to  Ocean  Route 


FIRST  EDITION  RE  THE  PROPOSED 
GREAT  LAKES  TO  OCEAN 

$500,000,000. 

WATERWAY  IMPROVEMENT. 


\'^'^'Gr^C^  Utofi?i2SS"K"™l  to .  inUmd  port,  of  the 

gestfon  of  thel?uS^tffi?W'ltX  tiS*^™  "*  ""=  '^- 
and  deepMi  the  channel  in  thi^dmV^Z'^T'Tr. 

&f£tisisf?TOc^ai^£lH&i 

waterway  between  the  Great  Lakes  and  t£  sS  ^ 

ing  aU  theTata.  plans,  maps  and  other  pr^S  herIXe 

1-'- 


%• 


SSS^^^dTTif'  "^^  ^  ^  y^  1896  had 
wnceivea  the  idea  of  bringing  Ocean  Liners  to  inland 

^h£^2;^  ^'^^  ^^-^^  ^  had  acaunulated^ 
valuable  data,  information  and  properties       '"**°  ^*^ 

and  ^.SSSfr*^  "*  ^^^"*"y  interested  in  the  future 

mterafonal  enterprise.  concernTKs  of  S*^  *^ 
.i^,._ji?^  1914,  documents  were  prepared  to  finan» 

proposition  lad  to  be  held  in  aS^^J^^S^.*"''  ">* 
But  now  that  Victory  is  ours,  and  oeace  is  tn  rpion  /.«/.« 

easy  to  accompUsh,  and  n^t  of  the  rShtSiiS^^w^ 
have  lost  monbeis  of  their  famfly  m  thTffiS,  VS 
E»^  fighting  for  to  play  and^uiScTshSSd^ledi 
TOJJ  and  means  of  further  assisting  O^cwmtre^ 
helmng  such  works  and  deeds  whichlilli^vTb&S 

fsteffi-  5s^."}o,"«s=i'«t  sS 


cc^Un™  the  further  develo^^^^f  tg*SSn^-s'l?u.S 

tKo  SSi^ .?  ^°f^  distance  of  only  200  miles  mland  from 
th^  C^f'iivJ^  ^"^  ^^  ^hich  forms  thi  SuSdanrTf 
the  Great  Lakes  and  their  connecting  rivers  and  pro^ai 

?o:^.§88^^'   ^^   -^   resSfng   at   presSS 


wknpaoM 


actirtto  ofSfu^'^t.JSj'lS^  o'  the  gr«te.t 

WUI  teSMSll.llS^*^  •»»  Nf  Ontario 
used tocanvi^wfeSL *    *'^"*®  <^«nal  boats  may  be 

minal.  and  alfto^«Sm^r^S***"  ^^  pcean  steamer  ter- 

Sat  UIs.  as  sbomi  toS»^>iSSir3^*°"  **  f  unanft'. 
^y  Ship  CfflSSllSte    £rf  Si„  ?^  P"P<5*  t^eotgian 

ducts  o?  S,  jr1i*l*'tnS"\'«='^ «"  *^  f^ 


Th.  -vJZT^  ^WT^   T°^ '™"  "> "»  «•«»'  Lakes, 
!as<Zbk'Xj%"S'2P&.'^.  »»¥.■?»  after  aU. 


taken  into  consideration    o«^i*»?®H  *1  ^^  serve  are 

the  41st  and47  ^ds  S^J?5P*^**J?<?«'  betweeS 
has  most  freely  ,5^  a^JSL"^  ?'  T5^  Population 
compact,  Mri  wbSI  d'iiSur  iSSiS^  settlement  is  most 
return  foi-capitSbff'^  "»**«»«  «"»«>  the  laixest 

P««ArC?FS^^iKS°^'j^'Mfl«.->l«e.  Duluth, 
a^^trfS^^'^^^^S^-^'S 

Nar««n  (Hill  ffi).^'^^.  KSee**^! 


spent  is  public  ymi^r^TZ,  ^fS^^SST"  '•«««9f<« 
oogwation  withouti«  to  ^S  "SSS?  ??.'  S"™** 
dedde  upon  its  comtructirni  iTT  .  .•""t"  C">sda  not 
joint  ua.StalSg'ffijSXiSd'sSJ^  move  or  a.  a 

bay  lying  betwS^G^ifch' "dKrt,Mf  '^-  '='"^ 
Lon&'SlirT^.''  *»"  *«»««  of  the  dtie,  of 
KwiU  enter  Lake  Erie  near  Port  Stanley. 

Port?Si^„&SiUS.  "^  "^  O"'^  '»»'«" 
way  SMtt  to  th?ciS^omS^^^  be  tap„^  by 

^jeajg^the  ^d,  g.&r^°'„St"Srp<5Snf^: 
Hud«>n  River.  and  tl«nce  to  New  YontT^totli  eS  oJ^ 

oipB^HrS^-^-'^' 


electric  railways,   and 


—;—»»»»*•  K'«vc9,  uiat  n, 

many  sechons  and  systems  of 
wiU  eventuaUy  eliminate  ste^ 


agricultural  and  for^t  land  iSS  ?1^®^*^*^P*^ 'wner^ 
tfie  Canadian  Gov^eStRfl^iSi*'?.  the  construction  of 

Eventually,  this  section  of  canal  betw#N»n  t  air«  u 

that  lrifhto?%ss^}^^  sSs;d'!!^'°'l2r«  *''«'««•• 

ftwn  the  eastmishore  o?SkrHn^S?^  and  seventy  miles 
this  Canal  is  tobeTtta?ai^*^f?K*"  "*  entrance  of 
fifteen  million  V/ iSSSiJ^^  "I**  "Ji^l.'"™  over 
produced  a  ^terS«?vnf^x'*^  this  distance  is 
fron,  ore,  aS^J^  S"  ,iLKL*^'1j  "l^''  "<*''•  «>PPer. 
crai^lile  ta  iiSual  <ad,^w  ?k^  "^^  Products,  ttc. 
of  five  timis  itSta  tte  ,^ld  ■  *^  fr»™  "V  other  area 

n«my"d»eS"„a^^tiS'ofril^i-£,*'«^  ««■•  0°  » 

of  alTa^S'f'K'^teens'^'^  the'&tTuaUty 
Plum,.  Cherries,  S^s.^STt^^^t'^Hl/TviSfe: 
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exported  from  the  ffict^„JR?  other  aroducto  are 

•re  marketed  every  ySr     ^^  ™  the  bert  kind  of  fiah 

...♦iJK  '*"^5  .^  •tatistics  of  over  two  hufwir^ 
JJJ^y  «Kl  .ncenuve.  to  guide  Z  XS^to^^^ 

Lakltdri;^^£§SS2;'iSStiffc^  *>^  "^  Great 
tnuttportetion  haTbSSTS'  ^{^'SiSSJ'?^  ^^^  and 
coinmercialprogre88^hewh5teNo?E^^  ^  ^he 

.  During  this  early  pafeTS^S^ 
freight  tramportation  birwa£r^J52!^:u°^'  ^press  and 
was  carried  Sn^bf^^^Z^^^^^^  ^^  West 
onland  by  men  irKi  dSc hS^S^ Si2f?n?H  ^^«'  ^^d 
yet  these  means  of^nmoSti^^iSS*?*?^*®'^ 
and  slow,  were  the  b^i^Sf  on?^?fi!  inconvenient 
speediest  country  devSSSiSfts  ii  /£  w.*     ^^\!^^  and 
In  factjt  kept  oh  eeo^SS^astJdJT^u''^  America. 
Prospoity.  tfiat  itViwwll2SS^b^«n  ^.V^*!  ^j^narkable 
concfitions  arising  frorn^  thfSSSi JS^3  ^K!:^  altered 
resources  of  the  Smn^,  tribuSJ^ffHfrl"/  ^  natural 
of  the  Great  Lakes  a^  tiv^^J^ ^^^^^S^V  system 
unguestionably  the  natur3^tr2^7f  k^^  ^®"?*^  }o  make  it 
an3  mineral  P^uciS|  dSn^t  ?n  e^  ^^**^  ^«^'  ^^^^t 

vasU^iSJSrS'S^gJl^JStS?^^^^^^^^  ^"^"^  by  this 
Portetion  facilities  frSSiffl^Scte  anrf^^  »"i«.ns- 
^  the  touring  and  comSST^puWk  dSt  SST^^^^^" 
floating  upon  the  waters  of  tte  GrSt  V^  "*^.^  now 
nvere  some  of  the  gn^t  OMSLwi^mt^^  ^^  tributary 
fr«^t  and  gen»d«r^^ S5S^^ ^' .exjM^ss, package 
aiSTgrain)  s^^  h?^^^w^^i '^b^-,  coal,  o^il 
for  an  average  distance  of  900mii«?ff*  °'  transporting, 
the  West,  over  VQ^^M^iz.^^^J^K"^^  the  fiSt  and 

modatmg  over  20,(S,000  SaSi^^X         ^'~"^- 

as  thT'^NSSic  "'"Siff^.^^  ff^b  ,>a^nger  steamers 

"  ^onesta."°^l)etro^/?''"  cfeT  n'-^^bee? 

othere  too  numerous  to  mrarion^SS^f*u  "k^and  many 
power  and  prop^to  ^JS  t?f^  ^ave  the  strength. 

Great  Lakes  and  ite  mnn^SS^    •  *"'  <?Peratmg  on  the 
beam,  by  33  ft.  dee,;.  ^^Sl^U"^  ^ba^i 


rivers,  are  the  raSdi^?"^  ^  «»  J^^Srt 

""«.  by  a  waterway  siiitsUa  S«f?7°  *"*••  the  Great 
effiaency  and  economv   of  «i^ ''£  *™»P<«ati(MrwwJ 

f  11  ^»5cial  attention  is  callerf  f/T*? 

foUowed  the  ppeS  ofl^  fi^^  «^*  prosperity  which 

States  at  I^tUe^SfN  Yi„%  f^iS«  in^^tffl 

Pram  that  tim^  rmf^^  charter  from  the  StS  ^ 
his  P^f<^^t^SiS^^r^^itt  Clinton  &S^ 
great  benefit  to  be  dS^^i5^'  havin«i&^?!£ 

'"*  ^«e  Ene  Canal.     ^^^^  ^^^  sprang  iqj  along  the 


t 


Niagara  River  is  enteSS  arSiLfP  ^ wiawanda;  where  the 
Oiamplain, iSi^^^ i?"^^^  to  Lake  ag?^ 
of  the  Sate  SSSfW^SfTn  w?*^if  l^esterly  boundary 
I  ^d  of  Lake  ^p^X  OsS.^  «t.^e  «wthS 

i  grfe  Canal  iK»Sb?^SL  a^S^  branching  ftonTS 

'  0?^.  Lake  OntSio-^^^^iS'"^  northward  to 

the  aie  west  of  tteOs^  inSS?"^  «nal'  leaving 
ward.  connect£g^th«.??ifr*°"'i^<*  ™nnii  SK 
takes  its  M^^  "^  *^®  *^°  ^«e  lakes  from^wS  it 

^te^x^tiisrkSi^^^ 

Jfflm  canal  and  theBuffi  rf  h^„?'"«??<»*  <>'  the 
thonwgh  inve8ti^)ir^      branches,  which  led  to  a 

above  its  original  coat  m^  5iS*  ?"''»"  ow  and 

to,^tS!^^t/1S',5 J^"^  be«  so  «ti.. 
ye«8  1905  Sd  ^  Se  miS.^«?'  S**  betweentte 
««wn  enlain  and  ^,^  ffi&?ri^,  S*»*«  *cided  to 
of  tlie  Wjffi's  gr^tfeat  of^S^  ""^  "a*  it  one 

^.«0to„.5^te!g;^JS-pa«^»j^ 

?«  of  the  GraTt  L^2S*2S*'S''*'°P«''»bSefatEe 
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^i?^^^  ^y't^-  '^  "^  pat  reduction  in 
ISm,  which  aSSed  the  w^l3?™25  °^  ^«  Suez  oS  S 
^^t  into  corSSition  ^h'SS^^A^'^'H^S^th^ 
reducing  a  voyage  of  six  to  LhT^^i,  ^'T^tion,  and 
days,  and  alsb  feducing  freiSft  liJ^""^  ^  **»"*  thirty 
75%,  making  it  necSv  S  rL?^  "P*^  S^ins  about 
distribution,  to  sSS^extent^&T^.^^^ent  systems  Sf 

coun£«  had  many  t&^L^f^^^olS  ^^  '^'^^^ 

Grearfflr  SSTbrtSTf^oS^hl  "1^^  '^ 
tonnage,  of  fieight  oasSir^rJ?!;?^  ^^^'  ^  Wfwtered 
yearly  periods,  SSn^SS^up^^l^  LocksXfi?? 


1884. 
1889. 
1894. 
1899. 
1904. 
1909. 


^registered  tons. 

.  904 
.1064 
.1511 
.2434 


« 
« 


<( 


_,,  ,  2S4o4  " 

and  li%'£^9rov^^§ror"^^^^  ojf  ^SS^. 

i«S!S'?^"<*  of  this  greatte^aSs?  oTt^a^""  ?°  y^- 
app^ltti  to,  and  Mr.  SwSt  N  A  ^  r*S^'  ^*?"«  ^s 
tmee  fundamental  ^  ^»^i^' P'^' ^^ ^^  ^ixywn 
advantaS^fH^p^ter^*?^  ^'''^^  as  to^ 

™n>««l  surfacSwhilA^S^  ^'®"®®  directiy  as  their 

«te^y*i?2^S'^^the  navigation*^  deep 
»'5^'1^?1re"tl^ee'?i.^  to 


tave  been  «t>acl«irTtnSr"tliSeSr?SnJ[?«**'.*«™  ^ 


J*»ay  with  equal  emenao  ia  mmwJ.!^  tt?'.*""  the  same 
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If 


i^)rJ^  ^®  freight  on  wheat,  from  the  remotest  shore  of 
Lake  Superior  ai^  of  Lake  Michigan  to  Buffalo.  IwVSen 

r^inShUi  I*"p  •  ^?  whole  cost,  however,  from  Chicago 
SL?h?K\£  SS^  *l^  ^  ***  1°  ^^5  therefore.  mS^ 
22?  ISi^®  *^*  ^  ^ '^^y  °^  canal  freights,  oinmis- 

SS.  SfL^S^^  **?"«f^'.  ^  ^^**  °»"8t  ^  added  the 
2?*?LJ!a?te.  It  costs  twice  as  much  to  carry  a  barrel  of 
flour  from  Duluth  to  New  York  as  it  does  frS  NewYork 
toE^.  though  the  latter  distance  is^icS^gSiralSe 

.  In  consklering  the  conditbns  which  govern  rates  it  is 
i^^SS  ?  Whow  the  route  of  tril  Si7«  4:^5 
ha»  shifted  during  the  last  ten  years.    Tal£gwhe?'^^ 

«milrfe.  the  foUowing  table  shows  the  pwtsMaiS  .hid^ 
bulk  of  the  export  trade  passed  in  1899  and  1909?-^ 

Gulf  Ports                            1899  iqqq 

New  Orleans  and  Galveston 26,038,000  4.826,000 

Atlantic  Ports 
Baltimore,    Philadelphia.    New 

York,  Boston  and  Portland . . .  49,302.000  59  495  oon 

Montreal.  St.  J<An  and  Halifax..  9185^000  ilis^ioOO 

h.J£J^  sr?  ^?  f^^'  75,000,00? iiSdte^of  y^ 

Kw  &k[  """^  ^""^  **  against  64,OOo!wO 

General  Stnnmary 

««w  ^^.^o^fre^'itt"^  carried  through  the  American 

oS^S^I^  ^^*°^'  ^S§??*  Ste.  MariS  Michigan  Sd 
Untano,  for  the  season  of  1913:—  ^^ 

^^^?«4  Short  Tops 59,205353 

WestBound,  20,512,491 

Total  freight  trafSc 79,7l6,344 

Vessel  Passages 
U.  S.  Canal    Canadian  Canal        Total 

1,3^  ^'^^  23.795 

Registered 

Tcmnagenet 

32,062.619  2^927.096  57,929.715 

Carried  by  706  American  Vessels. 

"      "    144Canadian       " 

-;♦».-       V*      ,T**^  ^^yessels,  valued  at  $142,421,200, 
with  a  registered  tonnage  of  1,977.970. 

Carried  79.718,344  tons  and  77.194  passengers. 
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tran^S  ^^^S^tS  ^{?li'  «SJtabIe  reduction  in 
ships.  The  n^tt^^iSAf^Sffi^v!'''  '^"'^ays  and 
to  this  are  siasand^o?  t«  ?£!?"  ***^  ^/«  contributed 
have  been  i^e  to  cS^neSv^h,2?.  **^  'S^^J^  ^  cars 
did  formerly,  wid  Se^SS7JL2S?i^^®?  **»«  amount  they 
twice  the  fflSn  toad  (SX?T^u®"^e8  haul  at  S: 
has  been  Sc^  'so^t^L^^'J^^F^^^thesteai^' 

couple  of  IKand  toiwls  S^onlSirf^?'''^*  "P  ^a 
capacity  up  to  over  15.000  toS^  ^^  '*'^'  ^^  "*^  ^ave  a 

able  Iwfit,lS^S  JStii^^!Sf?^®^«««^ 
reason  of  its  be?t^Sh^2(dtff ^*??^  .^^'.  ^y 
and  risk  or  increase^  in  th*r^.i  *  •?^^  to  savmg  m  time 
accoSS<^te?^^feS  °/  Sm?"  °'  traffic  wifch  it^ 
route,  tlSoSiJSSfhM torivi^^^r^'**®  *^  the  older 
to  the  newer  OM^WhlS^*^  and  surrender  its  traffic 
the  all-^S^ute  to  ti^G^f^^^^^y ^^ in  the  caseof 

Ho^^c^ll  '^^tZ  8^-!S^%X-«  ^.  ^  about 
889  miles,  whichreaualtoa  v-lf  ^  JS  *^0'  ^  distance  of 
or  .273  iiill^to?X?^^^125  cents  a  ton  for  wheat, 
offering cavs^tt^l^^^^^l^^of  freight 

the  afip  owners  prefer  toSv^^zX^^^^X  °^ 
nmthematwhatispractic^y^^^  "P  ^^^^  ^^ 

rate  ShiS'lSf^i^jfeSjSj^^r  ^f ^'  ?« ^°^«t 
wheat,  equal  to  3  S&^StSriX^  ^  SS*®  *  ^'"s^  for 
state  tlSt,  uiSa  ^iSt^^  w.  SSS??^*  authorities 

montiis,  distributedamon?^f£  6?  ^SP'*  ***°^  "*  eleven 
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seaports  of  ^C^k1SlMi,h4^  *"""'  *^  °'  ** 

Wrt»n,  a,  compared  to  the  ,?eS  totS^  ^'.JSffi 

abedutely  ^Sate^  tte^JSSrJ^^v'^^^  ""l 
heretrfpiJ  eSSrt  l^c^S  aJrf  hi?  K?*^ 

fecflitiesforobtiS5^',i^^iiS.t''SS?tffl^ 
Commercial  Advantages 
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hP  iJJiiW^  lands  aU  alons  this  system  of  canal  wiU 
waierway  wui faciutate the marketiiur of  nrndurte  anA\^*u 

Seism's  :3f1L2Ti!,  "2  s^  ffi^t'lSS 

economy.    The  great  cSn^SiXSJaT^l^^SSS^ 

tinrfJ^w^*^  peculiar  and  favorable  physical  conditions 

Sff^y«n«n.ts  indde  their^Srti^  b^JSd^^lS^  F^ 

SS?fo«t^^,?^*^  T^^^  boSSdSpiiStaivitebty 
25m«;^®Ju^^  SP^®  *^'  ^o""  transit  mto  the  weld's 
^g°»«c?' gie  products  of  the  vast  plains  and  iromiSu^ 
Sff^ii^^i^??^^^*.    On  Sis  lin™^to  ?kS 

ert^t,wiU  1^  made  the  commercial  exchange  of  tlw  P^c 
Slope,  New  Zealand,  Australia.  China^rndTjapMr 

^ When  tLe  Great  Lakes  and  Atlantic  Canal  and  Poto«. 

ComiSny's  system  of  canals  is  completedT^^  SS£ 

ShiS^''^  '^"«  <>^  AmericalK^  tto^  Site 
oT^^^'lL^faS  ^;^theirsurplu8prodS;.Th2ti£ 
of  ^  ^^  •°^*'  f^  "?^®s  °r  the  water,  their  fabrics 
?inSv«^*?^  supphes  of  foreign  commocKtiS^SS 

K^of ^rivf  u^^" °t^« «^ system.  <«5e^^ 
sftOTe  of  Late  Huron,  which  will  eventuaUy  becoS^ 
cwnmeroa^  heart  of  the  North  AmSrContiSf  fo? 
transportation  abroad  or  comumption  athome!  ' 

flnrf  ^£»^ture,  manufacture,  commerce,  trade,  navigation 

Sf'S^^^^S^^^^^^^^^^^^^^tfeSjSiSS 

mn^S*^'  ^  ®^^  °f  manufactures,  the  focus  ofSS 
moneyed  opwations  and  the  concentrating  tS  of  ^ 

fZ^12;^°«  ^^.  ^^^'^^  ^  exertions  of  human  labor^ 
mgenmty  m  all  theu-  processes  and  exhibitions.    AndbSe 
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♦h»  la^  aU  in  aU,  this  enterprise  is  entitled  to  receive 
the  attention  and  encouragement  of  thehM^tJ^^S^ 

in^S?Sfe^  f"y  ^^"S^'  ^'^^"se  delay  crea^^oSS 
£i«Sf  ?i£^^^  "?®^  <>^  transportatioi,  aSibyWfcS 
mpS?  Sf  5*^"!?  coufse^and  Jow  of  oiir  toSsiiS^c^. 


THE  GREAT  UKES  AND  ATLANTIC  CANAL 
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